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^oor ^r. Copland, 

Please excuse my haste* I f ve Just finlfh«J the draft of on 
overdue be k I mict vet* (l and hrva coermltitentn for two others, both 
late. I *ra writing however, beceus I fe r I did not make myself clear* 

1 do not propose challenging en executive o rder# Two things are 
involved. Cne th£ order of the a V orney general directing thet everything 
in the possession of the government that waa considered by the 
^omnisaion bo placed in the National Archives* Most of the tilings, if 
not 10 Ojl of then, in tvfcich I h> to to inter os t cannot by even the ntrotch 
of what Hoover cells e mind be classified. Such- things na tho spectro-^ 
graphic analysis of the bullet and the various frsgnentB. % publicly 
ridiculing then 1 have b-an ebla to GTCccmplish a fav things, like getting 
the Zopruder cemera into the archive* 

The other has to 4c wfth the pictures end Xrays of the autopsy and 

what I regard as infinitely more important, the original boten of nth© 
autopsy. If there have not boon destroyed, thoy are not in the archive. 

They were by description entered into evidence. Thoy hove been purged 
from every version, the files, and I T ve checked duplicate files, from 
which there is no ah^et indicating withdrawal, fron the printed exhibit where 
-here they must *?-enr, oto # 1 hsve receipts treeing th?*i fro* the 
autopsy hnrch to the ^hit* ^ 0 ua©^hy slot an to the Secret ~>ervlee, end the 
doctors described what he held in his hand as the exhibit was being enter- 
ed. Ho h H and Identified e Xeroxed copy, ^orr, the mechanism U3ed for the 
continued suppression of the pictures and X-rsys is en inapplicable law 
under which the General Services Administrator is amrowers to accept 
privet© property for the archive on Presidents under conditions stipulated 
by the donors, ’that was dona here is a cute trick to get everyone off the 
ho^k. The stipulation i 3 sup ression* flhat really happened, however, is that 
the OS A accepted restrictions rot on private property but on improperly 
given away government pspers. He therefore oould not accept thme under this 
lew because they ere he property of the government to begin with, if not 
the executive bronco, certainly of the Seval Hospital. One thing in hot zT^ir 
doubtful, there we a no authority for givin- these away. So, these are the 
things I want to test. ^ no facilities, no m^ana of paying for it* 

1 gone through channels and' exhsixsted my administrative r^nedle a. 

x hove all of this in writing and I shall ppblieh it in ^IITE^ASH III, 
which is the third of the books I f m now working* on. Sjjoerely, 


